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Notes for Parents 


Rusty's Train Ride is a delightful story from the Farmyard 
Tales series of picture books. Your child will want to share it 
with you many times. 


All the Farmyard Tales stories have been written in a special 
way to ensure that young children succeed in their first 
efforts to read. 


To help with that success, first read the whole story aloud 
and talk about the pictures. Then encourage your child to 
read the short, simpler text at the top of each page and read 
the longer text at the bottom of the page yourself. Taking 
turns with reading builds up confidence and children do love 
joining in. It is a great day when they discover that they can 
read a whole book for themselves. 


The Farmyard Tales series provides an enjoyable opportunity 
for parents and children to share the excitement of 
learning to read. 
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There is a little yellow duck to find on every page 


This is Apple Tree Farm. They are having breakfast. 





This is Mrs. Boot, the farmer. She has two children, | “What are we doing today?” says Sam. “Let’s go 
called Poppy and Sam, and a dog called Rusty. and see the old steam train,” says Mrs. Boot. 
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“Come on, Rusty,” says Sam. They wait on the platform. 
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They walk down the road to the station. “Don't let Mrs. Boot, Poppy and Sam watch the train come 
Rusty go. Hold him tight,” says Mrs. Boot. in. Mrs. Hill and her puppy watch with them. 





4 5 


The train is ready to go. “Where’s my puppy?” 
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Everyone talks to the train driver. The fireman “Mopp was with me on the platform,” says Mrs. 
shuts the doors. He climbs on the train. Hill. “Now he’s gone.” The train starts to move. 
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Rusty watches it go. “Come back, Rusty,” shouts Sam. 





He pulls and pulls and runs away. Then he Rusty looks out of the window. “There he is,” says 
jumps through an open carriage window. Poppy. “He’s going for a train ride on his own.” 
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“Stop, stop the train,” shouts Sam. “What shall we do?” 





Mrs. Boot, Poppy and Sam shout and wave. “Both dogs have gone,” says Sam. “We'll have to 
But the train puffs away down the track. wait for the train to come back,” says Mrs. Boot. 
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At last, the train comes back. The train stops at the station. 





“Look, there’s Rusty,” says Sam. “You naughty The fireman climbs down from the engine. He 
dog, where have you been?” says Poppy. opens the carriage door. 
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“Come on, Rusty.” “It’s my little Mopp.” 





“Your ride on the train is over,” says Mrs. Boot. Mrs. Hill picks up her puppy. “Poor little thing. 
Rusty jumps down. “What's he got?” says Sam. Did you go on the train all by yourself?” 
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“Rusty went with him,” says Sam. 





“That's why he jumped on the train,” says Poppy. 


“Clever Rusty,” says Sam. 


















In this delightful new series of Farmyard Tales 
stories, Poppy and Sam discover the newly restored Apple 
Tree Station and its steam train, These short stories have 
been written, with the help of a language expert, for children 
who are just beginning to read, With encouragement from an 
adult, beginner readers will be able to achieve the pleasure 
and satisfaction of reading a whole book for themselves. 


Titles in this series: 
The Old Steam Train, Rusty’s Train Ride 
Woolly Stops the Train, Dolly and the Train 
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